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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO COME-OO L-03 FSE-00 EB-08 /024 W 

001025 022231Z/75 

R 011515Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4631 
INFO AMEMBASSY SOFIA 


UNCLAS PRAGUE 0287 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD.CZ, BU 

SUB J : CSSR-BULGARIA TRADE PROTOCOL 


1 . DEPUTY FOREIGN TRADE MINISTERS MIROSLAV BURSA OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND CANKO GICOV OF BULGARIA SIGNED 
1978 FOREIGN TRADE PROTOCOL IN PRAGUE JANUARY 26. 

ACCORDING TO RUDE PRAVO, THE AGREEMENT CALLS FOR 1978 TRADE 
TURNOVER 6 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THAT ENVISIONED IN 1976-80 
LONG TERM AGREEMENT. 


2. MAJOR CZECHOSLOVAK EXPORTS WILL BE METAL PROCESSING 
AND MOULDING MACHINES, ROLLING AND POWER EQUIPMENT, PRODUCTS 
OF HIGH VOLTAGE AND LOW VOLTAGE ELECTRIC TECHNOLOGY, AND 
PRODUCTS FROM AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY. BULGARIA WILL SELL 
MACHINE TOOLS, CALCULATING MACHINES AND OFFICE MACHINER. 

RAW MATERIALS, FOOD, CHEMICALS AND CONSUMER GOODS WILL ALSO 
BE EXCHANGED. 


3. OF CEMA TRADING PARTNERS, ONLY CUBA AND MONGOLIA RANK 
BELOW BULGARIA IN VALUE OF GOODS EXCHANGED WITH CSSR, YET IN 
1976 (LAST YEAR FOR WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE) THE TWO 
COUNTRIES ENGAGED IN A RESPECTABLE $532 MILLION (BASED 
ON 1976 OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATE OF 5.775 KCS PER $1) 

TWO-WAY TRADE. TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO HAS INCREASED 
MODESTLY OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
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MOVING INTO A SLIGHT DEFICIT IN 1975 AND 1976 AFTER 
SEVERAL YEARS OF EQUALLY SLIGHT SURPLUS. 

BYRNE 
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